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  modeling the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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Inside this issue: Pastor Marraine’s Musing... 
 On the first day of summer, I had the privilege of visiting one of our 

oldest members and one of our youngest members on the same day.  At the age of 

96, Betty Carpenter is in a skilled nursing facility after a stroke.  When I walked 

in she knew exactly who I was and her face lit up.  Betty and I had a lovely 

conversation about her family, the church she loves, and the community.  Her 

family reads her the newsletter when it arrives and she enjoys our cards and visits. 

Her sweet spirit and love for her extended family – including the church – is 

palpable in the room.  We talked about her husband Jim, who died in 2010.  This 

June would have marked their 76th wedding anniversary.  I quizzed her on what 

topics she might want to hear in a sermon, and asked about her favorite hymns 

and scriptures.  Betty did not have specific answers, but offered general themes 

and we discussed those.  We ended our visit in prayer with her hand held in mine.  

 Late that afternoon, I visited the Simons family to pick up a strawberry 

order for which Laurelyn has served as a broker for the last few years.  In the 

midst of the discussion, I got to see all four kids and even Michael as he flew 

past.  All of the kids know who I am, but my heart is particularly warmed when 

the youngest in the flock recognizes me and seems happy to see me.  Three year 

old Brynn was full of smiles.  I commented on her shirt which I liked because it 

said Paris on it.  She likes it because of the bicycle. We smiled and flirted with 

each other.  I think I even got a high five before I left.   

 After my visit with the Simons, I stopped at the church to pick up a few 

items.  In the time that I’d been gone a package from UCC resources arrived with 

Bibles we’d ordered for Julia and Joseph F who were part of our church family 

this year while their mom was deployed.  On my way home I swung by the 

McGrew house and dropped off the Bibles.  They were excited to open them up 

and tickled to see that their names were on them.   

 At the gym that morning I saw or caught glimpses of  Jim Webb, Star 

Bright, Star’s daughter, Karen from Watson Homestead, and Erica Hachmeister.   
 

 It is a true gift to serve as the Pastor of the  

First Congregational United Church of Christ in Corning.   

The influence of our community spreads far beyond the walls of our church 

building and plays a part in lives far beyond our awareness.   

Thanks be to God for the gift of this church.   

Blessings, Pastor Marraine 
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“The Caller” is published by the  

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 
171 West Pulteney Street 

       Corning, NY  14830 
 

         No matter who you are  

     or where you are on life’s                      

journey, you are welcome here!! 
 

Office hours:  
Tuesday– Friday. 9:00 a.m. - noon 

 

Phone:               (607)962-7423 

Fax:  (607)962-4035 

E-mail:  ucc-corning@verizon.net 

Web:                  www.corningucc.org 

Facebook.com/FCUCCC 

Pastor:  Rev. Marraine C. Kettell 
Secretary: Brenda Passmore 

Make-Ahead Meals Group July 7, Aug 4 

Vasconcelos/Bratti Wedding July 9 

Habitat for Humanity July 20 

Youth Group Trip July 26-30 

Vacation Bible School Aug 12-14 

Friendship Tour Guests Aug. 21 

Altered Book Workshop Aug. 23 

Bible Class Begins Sept. 18 

Inside this issue: Dates to Remember: 

The deadline for submitting articles 

for  “The Caller” is the  

25th of each month.  There is no 

newsletter for August, but we’ll be 

back in September! 

Beginning after the July 4th holiday,  

the church office will be open  

Thursday & Fridays from 9 am- noon. 

 

 
 

 

Pastor Marraine:  Monday: quiet sermon, worship preparation.  

Tuesday-Thursday: Available for appointments and visits. 

Friday and Saturday: Days off unless there is a church event.     

Emergency Number:  (607)438-2634 

Pastor Marraine’s  Pastor Marraine’s  Pastor Marraine’s  

Office HoursOffice HoursOffice Hours 

First, a “thank you” to all who have helped in our worship 

services.  Having so many of our congregation – all ages – 

participate makes for a  richer and more inclusive experience.  

Please consider helping as a reader, usher, greeter or coffee hour 

host if you have not done so.  It's EASY! 

Deacons' offerings for the summer are:  Planned Parenthood in 

July and Meals on Wheels in August.  Remember to use the beige 

envelopes in the back of the pews for these designated offerings.  

If you’re writing a check, put the name of the charity in the note 

line so we can be sure your money goes where you want it to go! 

Several folks have asked who to contact about specific issues so 

we have put a full list of 2016 church leadership on the bulletin 

board.  AND, if a committee looks like it might be interesting to 

you, please let Pastor Marraine know! 

When Bob Walker gave the sermon in June, many people 

expressed an interest in the sources that he used.  Here they are 

for your reading pleasure: 

Flow: The Psychology of Optimal Experience (Harper Perennial 

Modern Classics) Jul 1, 2008  by Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi 

Flourish: A Visionary New Understanding of Happiness and  

Well-being Feb 7, 2012  by Martin E. P. Seligman 

And, if anyone is interested in a discussion around these or other 

texts, please let Pastor Marraine or one of the deacons know.   

We may be able to get a group going in the fall. 

Have a lovely summer. 

For the Deacons:   Star Bright, Chair 

Note from the Deacons 
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Summer Worship Themes 
July 3:    Reconciliation- 2 Corinthians 5:11-21 

July 10:  Generosity- 2 Corinthians 8:1-15 

July 17:  Tom Wilkinson Preaching,  

   (Pastor Marraine on Vacation) 

July 24:  Lord’s Prayer – Part I 

July 31:  Pastor Marraine at NYE - Pulpit Supply 

Aug 7:     Lord’s Prayer – Part II 

Aug 14:  VBS Celebration 

Aug 21:  Lord’s Prayer – Part III 

Aug 28:  Lord’s Prayer – Part IV   
 

In Process:  Review of II Corinthians Sermon series 

Since the end of May, Pastor Marraine has been  

doing a sermon series on Paul’s Second Letter to the 

Corinthians.  There are two more Sundays left in that 

series.  All told the five Sundays include May 22nd, 

May 29th, June 26th, July 3rd, and July 10th.  The  

themes of the Sundays are blessings, forgiveness, 

hope, reconciliation, and generosity respectively.  In 

addition to reflecting on each topic within the context 

the church has in your life, Pastor Marraine continues 

to encourage the congregation to write letters as Paul 

did on those specific themes.  Please join us for the last 

two sermons in this series – July 3rd  and July 10th.   
 

Coming up:  Lord’s Prayer Sermon Series 

Mark your calendars for a Summer Sermon Series on 

the Lord’s Prayer.  Over the course of four Sundays -  

July 24th, Aug 7th, August 21st, and August 28th – we 

will be digging deeper into the most used prayer in 

Christianity.  We will reflect on the biblical sources 

from which the prayer comes, consider different  

versions of the prayer, learn a song using the Lord’s 

prayer, and more.   

A Note from the Treasurer -- 
 

Please remember that the church's 

regular expenses continue even as 

many of us take a break from the 

demands of the winter months.   

You can help to maintain smooth 

operations by keeping your pledge 

up to date this summer. 
 

Thank you!  Pam Walker 

What do I do in a pastoral  

emergency? . . . . Call 607-438-2634. 
As a Reminder . . .in February, 

Pastor Marraine set up an 

emergency number.  It is this 

phone number that has been 

listed since then on the church 

office voice mail.  The beauty 

of this new phone number is 

that it is one that can be easily forwarded directly 

to Pastor Marraine or whomever is on call in her 

place during a vacation, out of town business, or 

any similar situations.  All you need is that one 

number.  For emergencies, whether she is in town 

or not, that is your go to contact if you have a 

pastoral emergency.   

Need a name tag?   
Brenda is getting 

ready to send in 

another name tag 

order.  If you need 

one, please let the 

office know and she 

will add your name 

to the list.  Thanks.   

Community Office Hours 
Pastor Marraine will be at  

Soulful Cup 

Tues., July 19th, 9-11am 

Wed., July 20th, 3-5pm 

Tues., Aug. 16th, 9-11am 

Wed., Aug. 24th, 3-5pm 
 

Come by for a warm drink  

and a visit.   

Bring a friend or colleague  

to meet her! 
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 Sunday School 

 Youth Group 

National Youth Event – July 26-30, 2016, Orlando, FL 
After a lot of dreaming, planning, and fundraising six youth – Marian Coooper, Pearl 

Cooper, Rachel Hageman, Matthew Hageman, Christine McGrew, and Patrick McGew 

and two adults – Judy Graf and Pastor Marraine Kettell – are headed to the United 

Church of Christ’s National Youth Event.  The UCC’s National Youth Event happens 

every four years.  This is the first time since 2004 that any of our youth have attended 

and the first time in recent memory that the First Congregational United Church of Christ 

has sent a group to the event.  This milestone is a huge testimony to the vitality of this 

congregation and their support of the youth amongst us.   
 

The last scheduled fundraiser in June was rained out.  We will continue to fundraise for the remaining 

approximately $1000 upon return.  Contributions can also be made to the church with “Youth Fund” noted in 

the memo.  Most of all please keep the team in your prayers as they embark on this adventure.   

Spread the word.  Sign up.  Volunteer.  

It will soon be time to join us for our 

Weekend Vacation Bible School 

experience.   

Friday, August 12th, 5:30-7:30pm –     A family event for all ages.  It will begin with a dish to pass at 5:30pm.  

                Programs for children and adults will begin at 6:15pm.   

Saturday, August 13th, 10am-1pm—   A children’s event including lunch.   

Sunday, August 14th, 10am–               A closing program during worship.    
 

There is no registration fee for Vacation Bible School.  However - we will be collecting in kind donations for 

the Chemung County SPCA including food, blankets, towels, newspapers, and more.   

WEEKEND VBS  ~ Friday August 12 - Sunday, August 14th 

All God’s Creatures!  “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind”  Genesis 1:20 

Bible Class: September 18 - November 6 
3-5 Grade led by Chris Wilken and Jenny Warrick 

6-8 Grade led by Carole Fimlaid and Sue McMaster 
 

This fall opportunity will teach children how to use the Bible,  

it’s organization, history and how to find the best parts!  Bible Class will end on November 6 with a 

presentation of their own Bibles during service and an opportunity to beat the Youth at some Bible Trivia! 

Join us for Summer Sunday School  
In July and August we are offering a multi-age Sunday 

School experience during worship based on the book 

What’s So Amazing About Polar Bears?:  Teaching 

Kids to Care for Creation.   
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Praying Through the Politics:   

Response to the Republican and Democratic Conventions 
During the RNC and DNC the UCC will be putting out promotions on their Facebook page 

inviting people into Bible study and spiritual engagement.  The hope is to invite people to a 

Bible study, as well as some (lightly) moderated conversation with a team of United Church of 

Christ Clergy folk and faith leaders (including our own Rev. Marraine Kettell).   
 

Each day the study will feature one verse of the beatitudes from the Gospel of Matthew, with generic questions 

for reflection inviting people to connect their faith with their vote.  Faith leaders are committed to a block of 

time in the morning, afternoon, or evening on a particular day.  Members of United Church of Christ 

congregations are welcome to participate as are those in the extended community.   
 

This study is meant to encourage people to reflect on particular issues in relation to the verses from the 

Beatitudes.  It is not an endorsement of a particular candidate.   

The moderators of the Bible study are encouraged to follow the guideline for graceful engagement from the 

Reconciling Ministries Network – Building Inclusive Congregations’ toolkit 
 

Graceful Engagement Is:   

-Living together in relationship and compassion 

-Fully valuing other people and their beliefs, even when they differ from our own 

-Listening more than speaking 

-Meeting people where they are, not where we want them to be. 

Graceful Engagement is NOT: 

-Debate 

-Forcing our opinions on others through argument 

-Exclusion or outright condemning those with whom we do not agree 

-Leaving the church to find a place “where everyone agrees” 

-Making it Personal 

Although we may wish to always be models of Graceful Engagement,  

it can be a challenge to maintain this perspective.   

Advisory Report: Church Governance Project 
As you may know, the Advisory Committee is working on a proposal for an effective, efficient, and sustainable 

church structure that allows us to focus on our mission and vision for the church. Our next step is to evaluate 

alternative structures (including our current structure with smaller boards & committees) and bring a proposal to 

the congregation in the fall.  We are currently gathering information from similar churches who have gone 

through this process recently and have seen some common themes on WHY they restructured: 
 

1. Church members and staff expressed a desire to spend more time on spiritual growth, mission, and 

fellowship and less time in meetings. 

2. Finding people who were willing to commit to long-term board or committee membership was getting 

harder and harder. 

 

The structures they adopted also have some common themes: 

1. Implementing a single decision-making body that takes care of the day-to-day decisions and consults the 

congregation on major decisions. 

2. Using an annual planning process that involves the whole church to decide what will get time and energy. 

3. Being willing to let go of activities and processes that people don’t want to support anymore. 
 

We will continue our interviews of clergy and leaders of these churches to get more concrete information about 

their structures and transition processes, as well as lessons learned. We’ll discuss this information at our next 

Advisory meeting on July 20 at 7 PM. As always, we invite anyone in the church family who is interested in 

participating to come to that meeting, or to contact any Advisory member to share your reflections. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Advisory - Star Bright, Jeff DeMeritt, Jennifer Fais, Carole Fimlaid, Patricia Kapusta, 

Rev. Marraine Kettell, Tom Kowalik, Jim Nelson, Jill VanDewoestine, Pam Walker 
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Go Back to the Mountain this Fall!  
 

  One story goes that late in his life, the Rev. Dr. Douglas Horton was working on a Randolph Mountain Club 

trail crew to repair a bridge that crossed a brook cascading off the slopes of Mount Adams, just a few miles 

south of Gorham, New Hampshire, in the Presidential Range. Horton, who had visited the area as a youth to 

escape poor air in Boston that aggravated his asthma, made a summer home in Randolph in his adult life and 

was an active member of the RMC -- in addition to his duties as Dean of the Harvard Divinity School. Horton 

was well-known in the ecumenical community for his outreach and bridge-building between persons of faith. It 

was in that spirit that he founded a Christian retreat center at the north end of the Presidential Range, on Pine 

Mountain, a camp that later took the name of its founder and still thrives today.  

   The weekend of September 2-5, including Labor Day, Mike and Laurelyn Simons invite you to travel to 

Horton Center in Gorham, NH, the Outdoor Ministries site of the New Hampshire Conference, UCC.   
Nestled between the two summits of Pine Mountain, the camp sits on a 100-acre parcel with commanding views 

to the south of the Presidentials and the magnificent Carter-Moriah Range, including the region's highest peak, 

Mt. Washington (6288'), home of the "World's Worst Weather."  

    During the weekend's "Family & Friends Camp," with the Simons' providing leadership partnered with the 

HCPM site staff and director Rev. Mollie Landers, guests will have the opportunity to hike in the Presidentials, 

swim in the mountain runoff of the Peabody River, sit and relax in mountain-top lean-tos, visit with new friends 

on the Madison Porch and enjoy a cup of coffee, worship at Chapel Rock on the north summit and enjoy 

fellowship and a communion with nature and Creation all weekend long -- rain or shine!  

    Because of the camp's intergenerational nature, activities and programming are both extremely flexible to suit 

the needs of everyone from families with energetic youngsters to those with the desire for relaxation and quiet 

moments. Last year's weekend included a multi-family sleep-out on one of the rocky overlooks on site, as well 

as music around campfires and rock climbing on three 55-foot ascents for the more hardy.  

    Registration information can be found at hortoncenter.org look for "REGISTRATION" in the Quick Links 

on the right-hand side of the homepage. For those from Corning making the trip to Gorham and HCPM, you'll 

want to plan to leave earlier in the morning on Friday, September 2, to arrive on site just after dinner on 

Friday night. Departure is after lunch on Monday; plan on the drive taking about 8 1/2 hours via Albany and 

central Vermont. Lodging is offered in one of 12 rustic bunk-style cabins, with common bathrooms in central 

locations.  

     When Horton had finished his day's work with like-minded RMC friends on the slopes of Mount Adams, he 

returned home to his wife of 23 years, Mildred. Later that night, as I've heard it told, Dr. Horton passed away. 

He was 77, and as throughout his life, one of his final acts was that of bridge-building, of unifying, providing a 

way for people to ascend to new places and continue their journeys, just as many tens of thousands of campers 

have at Horton Center over the past five decades and more.  

    Laurelyn and I would love to have you join us for a weekend of bridge-building and faith exploration in the 

White Mountains this September -- we hope you'll join us on Pine Mountain!  

 

-- Mike Simons  

http://hortoncenter.org/
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From the  

Mailbag.... 

 

Hats off to another 

graduate! 
 

Max Gorton, Grandson of  

Lucille and Keith Gorton graduated 

from Hobart College.   

A Wedding in Our Church Family! 
 

Church family you are 

invited to Michael Bratti 

and Marcia Vasconcelos’ 

wedding ceremony 

Saturday, July 9th, 4pm at the church.   
 

Church members are invited to celebrate their 

wedding at a special coffee hour in their honor 

      on July 24th.   

Dear Church 

Members, 

Thank you so much 

for your recent 

donation of four bags 

of food items to our Pantry.  We 

really appreciate your thinking of us.  

As you realize, we rely on the 

kindness of people like you to help 

us in our mission to eliminate 

hunger in our area.   

 

Sincerely, Jean Krebs 

July Birthdays 

1st Laura Cooper 

2nd Jennifer Madison 

6th Caitlin Hogan 

9th Barbara Briggs 

12th Jennifer Fais 

12th Madelyn Pusateri 

12th Will Madison 

15th Bob Brown 

17th Liane Watson 

19th Gina Burdick 

28th Dick Bennitt 

29th Claudia DeMeritt  

29th Nathan Webb  

August Birthdays 
3rd Chris Walker 

4th Ruth Nelson 

5th Luke Webb 

7th Finn Barber 

9th Thomas Kowalik 

11th Dominic Grinnell 

12th     Keith Gorton 

18th Karen Madison 

20th Kate Mertus 

23rd Walt Connor 

24th Ed Lewis 

A Fun Way to Get to Know Each Other 
 This Book Gets Around is 

a fun way to learn something new 

about your friends, family, or 

members.  Pass the book around, 

let people answer imaginative 

questions and some creative 

activities, and then see what’s 

written on the pages.  Give the 

book to specific people or let it 

follow a random path back to you.  

 The first person who has 

the book will begin by filling out one of the two-page 

spreads.  Then they will pass it on to someone else, 

who passes 

it on to 

somebody 

else, and so 

on until the 

book is 

completely 

full.  The 

journal will 

eventually get back to the church office when 

complete, and the wider congregation can have the 

experience of discovering who filled out the pages and 

what their answers were.  The questions are fairly 

innocuous, but allow for a good glimpse into the 

people who filled it out.   



 

  8

Photo Gallery 
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more photos.... 
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 Church Events 

The Make-Ahead Meals Cooking Group  
July 7 and August 4, Thursday at 10:30 a.m.  
 To beat the heat, we will prepare the main dish in a 

skillet, plus several no-bake side dishes.  

If you have not attended before,  

please contact Patricia Kapusta at 279-6849  

to make your reservation.  

A Jewish Rabbi and a Baptist Minister Walk into a UCC Congregation? 

Sunday, August 21st at 8pm   
Join us here at First Congregational UCC to meet Jewish Renewal rabbi Jeremy Sher 

and Baptist minister Jonathan Betts Field.  They are friends from the multi-faith 

Harvard Divinity School and are doing a cross-country interfaith friendship tour this 

summer.   They'll be passing through southwestern New York on Sunday, August 21st 

and will be presenting an evening of interfaith friendship, learning and dialogue.  This 

event is offered in conjunction with the Southern Tier Interfaith Coalition. 

http://thisisjudaism.net/minister-jonathan-betts-fields-twitter-church/ 

 

 
 

 

Habitat for Humanity Conversation –  

Wednesday, July 20th 7pm 
Come enjoy a conversation with Geoff Tennent who is 

currently working for Southeast Steuben County 

Habitat for Humanity.  He will share current and 

future programs as well as opportunities to get 

involved.  The church owns a few copies of  the book 

Love in the Mortar Joints:  The Story of Habitat for 

Humanity if you’d like to learn more!   

Study of Islam 
based on the DVD lecture series 

The Great Courses- Great World Religions: Islam 

by John L Esposito, professor of Islamic 

studies at Georgetown University.  Open invitation 

to the ecumenical and interfaith community.   

This will be an ecumenical series of six weekly 

sessions beginning on  

Sunday, July 10, 2016 at 3pm at 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 

171 West Pulteney Street, Corning 
   

We have extended 

a special invitation 

to the Islamic 

Association of the 

Southern Finger 

Lakes in Big Flats. 

This promises to 

be a timely 

educational 

opportunity.                     

                              Please join us. 

Altered Book Workshop:   

Tuesday August 23rd, 10am -12pm 
 

We have a number of old 

Bibles, hymnals and other 

books that were weeded out 

during our Brisco Lounge 

cleaning.  Pastor Marraine 

has set some aside to use for 

a project she was introduced 

to in seminary.  Altering 

books is an artistic way to either honor the content of a 

beloved book or reconcile with a book that contains a 

difficult topic.  It can be an old or new book that is then 

recycled by creative means into a work of art.  It can be 

rebound, painted, cut, burned, folded, added to, 

collaged in, gold leafed, rubber stamped or otherwise 

adorned.  This is a fun, creative project for book lovers 

and crafters alike.  Feel free to bring your own book or 

craft supplies to add to those provided.   
 

 We will display them during worship on  

               Sunday, August 28th.   
 

http://thisisjudaism.net/minister-jonathan-betts-fields-twitter-church/
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7:00pm AA 

August 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

July 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

7:00pm AA 

7:00pm AA 

10:00am Worship 
& Communion 

10:00am Worship 
 

10:00am Worship 

10:00am Worship 

10:00am Worship 

10:00am Worship 

10:00am Worship 

10:00am Worship 
8pm Friendship Tour 

10:00am Worship 
& Communion 

7:00pm AA 

7:00pm AA 

7:00pm AA 
7:00pm AA 

7:00pm AA 

7:00pm AA 

7:00pm AA 

7:00pm AA 

7:00pm AA 

7:00pm AA 

7:00pm AA 

7:00pm AA 

7:00pm AA 

7:00pm AA 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Nami Mtg. 7pm 

Nami Mtg. 7pm 

Nami Mtg. 7pm 

Youth trip to the UCC National Youth Event July 26-30! 

August 12-14 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

10:30 a m 

10:30 a m 

4pm Wedding  

7pm Habitat for 
Humanity Conv. 

10am Altered Book 
Workshop 

9-11am Community  
Office Hours 

9-11am Community  
Office Hours 

3-5pm Community  
Office Hours 

3-5pm Community  
Office Hours 
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 

171 West Pulteney Street 

Corning,  NY    14830 

 

 


